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"And they cried, The Sword of the 4 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


éPreached at Christian Business Men’s broadcast over WJJD, May 10, 
1943. Stenographically reported for The Sword of The Lord). 


I am speaking today on “Confession of Sin.” The mes- 
sages this week will be on steps toward revival, and the first 
step I have in mind is confession of sin. There are three pas- 
sages I will read to you. The first one is Proverbs 28:13: 
“He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso con- 
fesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Here is the 


rule laid down in God’s Word: 


you can’t get along with God 


and cover up sin. Uncover sin. (Particularly your own sin. 


' Nearly everybody would be glad to uncover another fellow’s 


sin). Another one on the matter of confession of sin is 


James 5:16: In the Qriginal 
sims: “Confess your faults or 


the word faults can well be 
sins one to another, and pray 


one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” Notice that we 
are to confess our faults, our sins, one to another. And then 
in I John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.’ Now here are three passages on the matter 
of confession of sin, I lay’on your heart, everyone of you. Sin 


will be dealt with. 


® 


My wife talked with an unsaved 
woman some time ago about her 
soul. She said to me, “Honey, I 
didn’t get anywhere. I tried to tell 
her about the Bible but she didn’t 
believe in the Bible. I tried to tell 
her of the love of God for sinners 


~“gnd she didn’t believe that: I didn’t 


know what to talk to her about. 
I didn’t know where to begin.” I 
said to my wife, “You should have 
begun on the fact of sin. She is a 
poor old wicked sinner, and her 
own conscience telis her so. You 
ought to have begun with her on 


_.the sin question.” : 


#A good pastor heard me on this 
Christian Business Men’s program. 
He said, “O, that man John Rice 
does not know anything about 
frace!” Yes, I know about grace, 
but I don’t begin on grace. The 
garden of Eden —was that start- 
ed on grace? Mount Sinai— was 
that begun on grace? Oh yes, sal- 
vation is by grace but in the case 
of an individual, God always deals 
with people on the sin question be- 
fore the Son question. There had 
to be sinners before tnere was 
need for the Saviour. We need to 
deal with sin. Some very foolish 
preachers think they can preach 
grace without law, Heaven with- 
out Hell, “believe and be saved” 


Books You Need 
Written by 
EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, D. D. 


PRAYER — Asking and Receiving. 21 
strong chapters on prayer, Scriptural,’ 
# stimulating, enthralling, faith - building.’ 
328 extra large pages, price... .. $1.25 


WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT OF 
THF CLOSETS — 11 greatly used evan-. 
‘gelistic messages. 191 large pages, — 

ND rats Si be ata ee $1.00 


“AND GOD REMEBERED...” 6 strong 
# Bible devotional sermons. Very popu-. 
lar book. Cloth bound, lovely gold pic- 
Bi tured jacket. 123 pages, price only 50 
' {paper binding only.......... 25c) 


BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES AND 
‘WOMEN PREACHERS—6 chapters ans- 
‘Bwering these vital questions from the 
word of God. Highly commended, very 
i popular, unusual. 91 pages blue cloth 
B stamped in gold. Price 50c 


ALL ‘FOUR FINE BOOKS SENT TO- 

GETHER FOR ONLY.......... $3.00 
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without the rest of the verse, “he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already.” Some preachers believe 
in beginning at the back end, be- 
lieve in getting ‘people saved with- 
out repentance. I warn you, God 
“always déals with people first on 
the sin question. Sin must be set- 
tled. Before God had the New Tes- 
tament written, He had the Old 
Testament written. Before Christ 
died on Calvary, the Ten Com- 
mandments and the law were giv- 
en at Mount Sinai. The law should 
Stop every mouth and every heart 
feel itself guilty before God. 
Now to deal with the sin ques- 
tion. You rememberz#how God 


to enter the land, of@®uhaan and 
take the city of Jéri¢hy. 
Ai, a little band ran them off and 
thirty-six men were killed. The 
people’s hearts turned to watef. 
Joshua, on his knees, began to 
pray. God said, “Get up off your 
face. Don’t beg me. What you need. 
is to find out the sin, take it out, 
confess it and forsake it. You’ve 
got something else to deal with 
before you pray. There is sin in 
the camp.” And God wouldn’t let 
him go on until Achan was found. 
And God had him to search ev- 
ery tribe, then take the tribe of 
Judah, then every family, then ev- 


| ery household, and finally the one 


man Achan, showed up. You have 
to-deal with-sin if you continue 
with God’s blessings. 


I remember -well years ago, 
when I discovered some terribly 
false doctrine in an official book 
put out by the denomination; when 
I put in print how it denied the 
very fundamentals of the faith, 
one denominational leader said to 
me, “Brother John, let’s don’t put 


#|our washing out on the front line 


where all the neighbors can see 
it. Let's do this quietly.” My 
friend, that is where we fail, in 
rebuking sin. God intends sin to 
be brought out. 3 

Look at the new Testament 
church at Jerusalem. In the fifth 
chapter of Acts we have the story 
of Ananias and Sapphira. How en- 
lightening it is! Some peopie be- 
Lg God has quit baggie asec J 

wer and wrath against 

as ontuseted there to prod 
and Sapphira when He struck 
Too many churches have 
quit dealing with sin. If churches 


forgotten the policy of New Tes- 


(Continued on page three) - 


The Christian and War 


By ROBERT L., ae 


Pastor of the First Baptist Church 


MOYER, D.D. 
and Dean of the Northwestern Bi- 


ble School and Seminary of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


QUESTIONS concerning a believer’s relationship to war | 


are often asked, especially in 


a time of war such as that in 


which we find ourselves today. In this article we shall at- 
tempt to answer a few such questions, basing our answers 
on Scripture. In too many cases today the Bible is not the 
standard by which we settle matters. We are more inclined 
to look to human opinions, and human desires, and human 
sentiment. We will not answer these questions according to 
the desires of the Communist or Fifth Columnist, who would 
weaken this country and hinder its plans for preparation for 
defense. We will not answer them according to the desires 


of the war capitalist. We will 


not answer them according to 


the conscience of the conscientious objector. Nor will we an- 
swer them according to the hearts of those who have loved 


ones who are subject to draft. 


We repeat that the source of 


our answers will be the Word of.God, and we shall try to 
be honest in rightly dividing the Word of Truth in this con- 


nection. 


IS HUMAN GOVERNMENT OR. | 


DAINED OF GOD? 


Our answer is Yes. There can be 
no question of this in the mind of 
the Bible student. Human Govern- 
ment is just as truly a Divine in- 
stitution as is the Church. The 
Church began on the Day of Pen- 


-tecost;..Human. Government. -began- 


in the days of Noah, after the 
flood. Human authority and head- 
ship were vested in Noah. ‘Govern- 
ment was put into the hands of 
man. This thought carries through 
all of Scripture. The New Testa- 
ment tells us that there is no pow- 
er but of God; the powers that be 
are ordained of God. There are 
many illustrations in Scripture of 
the Divine institution of Govern- 
ment. To Nebuchadnezzar it was 
said, “The God of heaven hath 
given thee a kingdom, power, and 
strength, and glory. And where- 
soever the children of men dwell, 
the beasts of the field and the 
fowls of the heaven hath he giv- 
en into thine hand, and hath made 
thee ruler over them all” (Dan. 
2:37-38). The same Hand of power 
that placed him on the throne, 


question but that Human Govern- 
ment is a divine institution. 


DOES GOD EVER TAKE LIFE? 


Our answer is Yes. God is the 
Author of life, for it is a Divine 
creation. Certainly the Creator 
may take life as He will. The Word 
contains many illustrations of God 
taking life in judgment for sin. In 
Gen. 388 God took the lives of the 
two sons of Judah. When Nadab 
and Abihu offered strange fire be- 
fore God, He took their lives in 
judgment. God caused the earth 
to open her mouth and swallow up 
Korah, Nathan, and Abiram. God 
smote Uzzah because he put forth 
his hand and touched the ark. God 
killed a hundred eighty-five thou- 
sand Assyrians in one night. God 
slew the first-born man and beast 
in the land of Egypt, and also the 
army of Pharaoh at the Red Sea. 
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Dr. Robert L. Moyer 


tion and pride. God killed Ananias 
and Sapphira instantly because of 
their sin in lying to the Holy 
Ghost. God caused some Christians 
at Corinth to die because of theiz 


life. That is His prerogative. 


stances, instructed individuals to 
act for Him in putting sinners to 
death. Thus three thousand Israe- 
lites were slain in Israél’s apostasy 
at Sinai. Samuel, the prophet, 
killed Agag of the Amalekites at 
the command of the Lord. 


IS ALL KILLING .MURDER? 


God smote Herod for his presump- | 


Our answer is No. We can easily 
(Continued on page two) 


Partnership of 


swept him from that same throne 
to live seven years of bestial de- 
gradation. “This is the decree of the 
Most High” (Dan. 4:24). That 
same Hand guided in the rise of 
Medo Persia, Greece, and Rome 
(Dan. 2:39-40). That» same guid- 
ing Hand gave to. Great Britian, 
France, Germany, Italy,.and other 
nations their places of authority, 
and it was the same Hand that 
prepared for the establishment of 
the United States of America. 
“He removeth kings and setteth 
up kings” (Dan. 2:21). God raised 
up Pharaoh (Rom. 9:17), and God 
raised up Cyrus (Isa. 44:28). Je- 
sus Christ recognized that the 
power of Pilate came from- above 
(John 19:11). There can be no 


1,500 CONVERSIONS AND 
ADDITIONS TO CHURCHES 


IN MOBILE, ALABAMA 


DEAR PRAYER WARRIOR: 
God gave us over 100 in the ten 
days with the first Baptist 
Church. San Francisco. He also 
gave us over 1500 in a landslide 
victory in the two weeks in Mo- 
bile, Alabama. ; 3 
Please pray for us in Poplar 


Bluff | 
3 remembering me phy- 
sically. Thank you, and God. re- 


}ward you. 


APPELMAN 
Dunn Hotel, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 


Next Campaign, October 4-31, 


By the 


Evangelists 


To Promote Union Campaigns 


EDITOR 


In a long distance conference 
connecting Atlanta, Georgia, 


Dallas, Texas, and Wheaton, 
Illinois, on the afternoon of 
September 20th, a partnership 


of*-evangelists. was. formed with 
the purpose of promoting great 
united, city-wide revival campaigns 
in America. Three evangelists, 
Rev. Jesse M. Hendley. of Atlanta, 
Georgia, Dr. Joe Henry Hankins 
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, and Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice of Wheaton, 
Illinois, definitely committed them- 
selves to fellowship promoting- and 
conducting such city-wide cam- 
paigns to be sponsored by groups 
of churches. Dr. Robert J. Wells 
of Dallas, Texas, in this long dis- 
tance telephone conference agreed 
to undertake work as Executive 
Secretary of the Partnership or 
Fellowship of Evangelists and will 
make contacts, take care of pub- 
licity, and advance organizations 
in the campaigns. He will be glad 
to meet with pastors to canvass 
the possibilities, answer questions, 
and help to enlist and organize 


ichurches and other Christian 


groups in such campains. Dr, Wells 
saat of Galilean Baptist 
Church and president of Dallas Bi- 
ble Institute. — SS. 

oro Meee aac 
year ago the pastorate o 
the First Baptist Church, Little 


- 


Greater Philadelphia . area. 


Rock, Arkansas, to enter the full 


Ad 


baptized, And in addition had 2,- 


side his own church., A. business 
man until he was thirty-five years 
old, a graduate of Ouichita - 
tist College at Arkadelphia, Ark- 
ansas, holding the degrees Bache- 
lor of Arts and Bachelor of S¢ci- 
ence, Mr. Hankins was given the 
Doctorate of Divinity by Howard 
Payne College for outstanding suc- 
cess in the ministry. 


In this year Dr. Hankins has 
hundreds of souls saved. He is 
campaign 


Wheaton, Illinois. This, the third 
day of his campaign, has tlready 


seen a profound moving of the Ho- ~~ 
ly Spirit, with ninety-eight in the | 
prayer room the first Sunday =| 
night, coming in se dedication _ 
or Te ae a 


Christ 


© TT 


of next year. 
, Hankins’ 


Dr. | 
pastor of one of the greatest 
gelistic churches in 80 


samp eivacsen fiery, 


Z 
sin at the Lord’s Table. There are” ~ 
very many other such cases in the 
Word. Yes, God sometimes takes ~ 
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God has also, in certain in-» | 
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time evangelistic field, had in that | 
great church 3,105 additions in | 
ithat time, (5 years and 2 months), 
41,192 being new converts who were 


019 conversions_in meetings out-— = 


had successful revivals with many © " 


now engaged in a great revival | 
in Wheaton College, ~ 
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ments for all this year and much 


Partnership of 
(Continued from page one) 


ble preaching, equip him for 
preaching in great union revivals 
- mM any city in America where 
there is adequate preparation and 
cooperation for a great revival. 

Rev. Jessee M. Hendley is pas- 
tor of Colonial Hills Baptist 
Chureh, Atkinta, Georgia, but act- 
ually is primarily an evangelist. 
With a strong radio program on 
several stations he yet finds time 
continually to go out for revival 
campaigns where many hundreds 
of souls are saved. One campaign 
in Atlanta, his own home city, the 
enormous crowds were forced to 
move to the ball park and 1700 
were converted! In the past few 
years this young man who is still 
in his middle thirties has been 
used of the Lord to lead many 
thousands to Christ. There is prob- 
ably no young man in America 
_ that is being more greatly used 
_ and richly -biessed of the Lord in. 
great revivals. In a campaign a 
tew weeks ago 260 people came 
to claim Christ in the first ten 
days. He is a graduate of Univer- 
sity and of Southern Baptist Sem- 
inary at Louisville, Kentucky, and 
is a remarkable Greek scholar, as 
well as a Spirit-filled fervent 
preacher. Brother Hendley will be 
able to give time to about four 
strong union campaigns a year 
outside his own immediate terri- 
tory. 
This editor already has in_pros- 
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pect a number of union campaigns. 
October 10th he begins a united 
Campaign in Huntington, West 
Virginia, in the East Huntington 
High School auditorium, sponsored 
by nineteen churches (as the latest 
word reports). A strong force of 
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterian, 
United Brethren and other church- 
es, led by Dr. W. C. Reeves of the 
Highlawn Baptist Church, are 
sponsoring the campaign and 
we prayerfully look for a mighty 
' outpouring of the Holy Spirit with 
'- hundreds saved. Then he begins a 
united campaign in Elmira, New 
- -¥erk, and tentative plans are 
")@ made for two other strong union 
"7% campaigns. ; 
4 or the present, Dr. Wells re- 
mid las, and will carry as much of the 
‘i extra. burden of promoting “The 
i Sword of The Lord Fellowship of 
Evangelists” as possible, along 
_. with pastoral duties and with his 
work as president of the Dallas 
Bible Institute. 
This organization is not an ef- 
- fort to get work for these three 
evangelists. All of them have al- 
ready several times as. many invi- 
tations as they can accept. It is 
an effort to promote city wide un- 
ion campaigns, instead of one 
church campaigns. These require 
special planning and organization 
but repay the extra effort in 
many times more souls saved, of- 
- en, than is possible in one church 
campaigns. ee 
ae We are in the fullest accord with 
; ** the blessed work done by Evange- 
list Hyman Appelman and Rev. 
Horrace Dean in the “America 
for Christ Crusade.” But more 
needs to be done. 
As soon as our set-up is perfect- 
ed and begins to function, we hope 
to. have two other greatly used 
evangelists of unusual ability to 
join us. . 
We have’ adopted the strictest 
code of professional ethics. Follow- 
ing our own continual practice, we 
~ promise to maintain the following 
high standards: 
_ “1. No set price on our services. 
* Remuneration left entirely to local 
committees and the Lord. 
“2. No expensive demands for 
~ Jodging and meals. 
_.. “3. We will major on the essen- 
tial dectrines, non-sectarian, inter- 
denominational in spirit, will 
maintain harmony, will not cause 
nor encourage divisions among 
Christians. — 
“4. We will be loyal to churches 
and pastors, will never use a meet- 
ing sponsord by churches-to start 
a tabernacle, gospel center, or 
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er write back to members to’ solicit 
funds. We will insist on converts 
joining local churches and so or- 
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“5. We believe in aggressive ad- 


church for ourselves. We will nev-| 


ganize revival’ campaigns as to 
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(Continued from page one) 


prove this by one of the so-called 
contradictions of Scripture. The. 
sixth command is “Thou shalt not 
Kill” (lx, 20:13). \This is better 
translated “Thou shalt do no mur- 
der.” Yet in Deut. 7:2 we read, 
concerning the Canaanitish na- 
tions, “Thou shalt smite them and 
utterly destroy them.” Here is a 
self-evident contradiction: ‘‘Thou 
shalt not kill;” “Thou shalt utter- 
ly destroy them.” Both ‘statements 
were written by Moses, both were 
the commands of God, both were 
addressed to the same _ people. 
There is no contradiction, however, 
when we heed God’s exhortation to 
rightly divide the Word of Truth. 


The .sixth commandment concerns |. 


the conduct of the individual. The 
other commandment concerns the 
conduct of a nation. God’s com- 
mand to the individual was “do no 
murder.” God’s command to the 


‘nation was “utterly destroy them.’’ 


Killing by an individual is pro- 
hibited, but killing by a nation is 
permitted. Scripture does not al-. 
low personal vengeance or retalia- 
tion. 

All murder is killing, but all 
killing is not murder. In Num. 35: 
9-34 God speaks of killing a man 
unawares; that is, by error or un- 
wittingly. God declared that “the 
murderer shall surely be put. to 
death” (vs. 34), and yet if a man 
took another man’s life uninten- 
tionally, he was not a murderer. 
We today recognize degrees of 
guilt in our first, second, and third 
degree murders. 

Killing by the individual may be 
intentional and still not. be murder. 
In Ex. 22:2-3 we are told that if 
a thief, in breaking into a house, 
be smitten so that he die, there 
shall no blood be shed for him. 
The man defending his home. and 
property is not to be punished for 
that killing. That is not murder. 
The Bible recognizes a man’s right 
to defend his person, his property, 
his dear ones—and his country, 
too. Would you defend your home 
or your dear ones from attack? 
Certainly you would. If you saw 
a big brute of a man abusing a 
boy would you go to the defense 
of the boy? You ought to. 


DOES GOD EVER AUTHORIZE 
HUMAN GOVERNMENTS TO 
TAKE LIFE? 


Our answer is Yes. God estab- 
lished capital punishment in con- 
nection with the establishment of 
Human Government. He put into 
the hands of man the highest prin- 
ciple of government when he dele-’ 
gated the power to take life under 
certain.conditions (Gen. 9:6). That 
power and government is God-giv- 
en. We mean that the taking of 
life in capital punishment is by 
the express command of God. Such 
killing i8 not murder It is not by 


endeavor to use language and 
methods that will’ bring no re- 
proach on the cause of Christ. 


“g. We believe that great. reviv- 


als are as possible today as ever, 
if God’s people are willing -to pay 
God’s price. Therefore we expect 
to insist on separated Christian 
living, on confessing and forsak- 
ing of sin, on whole-hearted de- 
pendence on the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and on fervent, persistent 
prayer and wholehearted obedience 
in soul winning efforts.” . 
These three evangelists are not 
asking for increase in local church 
invitations; we. already receive 
far more invitation than we can 
accept. We do, however, prayer- 
fully urge pastors, churches, lay- 
men’s groups and groups of min- 
isters Who want us for revivals to 
consider, city wide efforts in great 
neutral auditoriums, with the co- 
éperation of as many churches as 
possible that believe in salvation 
by the blood of Christ. 3 
Where it seems wise and is pos- 
sible, Dr. Wells will assist pastors 
in canvassing the possibilities and 
enlisting the codperation .of pas- 
tors and churches in such cam- 
paign. Address inquiries to: 


Dr. Robert J. Wells, 201 E. Tenth 
Street, Dallas, Texas; 


Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, Route 8, 
Box 36, Pine Bluff, Arkansas; 


Rev. Jesse M. Hendley, P.O. Box 
— 600,. Atlanta Georgia; or to 


re ees 


Dr, John R. Rice, 145 North Hale 
Street, Wheaton, Mlinois. 


the volition of man, but by the vo- 
lition of God. God gave life. All 
life is His and He has a right to 
take it. God delegated that .right 
to men for the maintenance of a 
social order based upon. righteous- 
ness. Mercy to the criminal is cru- 
elty to the community. Henry VIII 
once pardoned a murderer; the 
pardoned murderer then killed an- 
other man. When a second plea 
of mercy was made to the king on 
behalf of this murderer, Henry an- 
swerefl, “No, he killed the first 
man, but I killed the second, and 
I will kill no more. He must be 
executed.” Our local governments 
may be guilty in the same way. 

In the Mo 
of capital punishment is reiterated. 
“He that smiteth a man so that he 
die shall be surely put to death” 
(Ex. 21:12). The executed man 
thus loses his life by the will and 
command of God. This law does 
not mean, of course, that if one 
man slays another man, a third 
man is to slay the second man, 
and then a fourth the third, etc. It 


‘does mean that a murderer is to 


be executed, and that is the end. 

Nor does that mean that “Judge 
Lynch” is to take things in hand. 
It does mean that a magistrate is 
clothed with public civil authority, 
and that as a judicial officer he, 
under certain circumstances, rep- 
resents God in executing penalties 
upon wrongdoers. To lynch a man 
is murder, but-to execute a man 
under ‘governmental authority is 
not murder. ~ 

Let me add this: Those who are 
today responsible for the abolition 
of capital pun.shment are indivi- 
duals who. assume to be wiser, 
more loving, and more merciful 
than God Himself. It is because 
God’s Word is disregarded that 
there is so much bloodshed in this 
country of ours. God_ established 
the law of capital punishment and 
never abrogated it. Don’t get the 
idea that a Christian man may 
not be an officer of the law, that 
he may not be a judge who sen- 
tences a man to death, that he 
may not be a paid executioner for 
the government. Such a job would 
be heart-breaking, indeed, but not 
one that would displease God, for 
we repeat, such killing is not mur- 
der, but the judgment of the living 
God. 

God also authorizes. Govern- 
ments to take life. Og, the king 
of Bashan, and all his people were 
appointed to death by God (Num. 
21:33-35). The same is true of 
Sihon and the Amorites. We. read 
that Israel “utterly destroyed the 
men, and the women, and the lit- 
tle ones’? (Deut, 2:32-34). God or- 
dered the extermination of _the 
Amalekites by the nation of Israel 
under Saul. When Israel entered 
the Land, Joshua was instructed 
to slay all of the people of Jericho. 
God ordered the extermination of 
all the nations of Canaan. And 
let us not lay any charge of. cru- 
elty against God. There has been 
much sickly and silly sentiment 
concerning the extermination of 
the Canaanites. Impudent critics 
and ignorant Christitns have both 
made displays of their ignorance 
in this case. Their destruction was 
necessary for the preservation of 
the human race. I once saw a man 
who had part of his face cut away 
by an operation for cancer. That 
surgery was necessary to save the 
physical body. The destruction of 
the’ Canaanites was merely an op- 


eration by which God cut out the 


cancerous growth of sin to save 
the body politic. These Canaanites 
worshipped the goddess of lust and 
practiced nameless vices. Their ex- 
termination was surgery and not 
murder. Don’t fail to notice the 
long-suffering of God even in this 
connection. In Gen. 15:16 we are 
told the reason for a delay of four 
hundred years before this surgery 
took place —“The iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full.” As long 
as there is the slightest hope God 
stayes His hand of judgment, but 
when a nation has passed the line 


of all possibility of repentance and. 


faith in God, God acts in judg- 
ment. Leon Tucker wrote’ the 
truth, ‘In destroying the Canaan- 
ites God was perserving the race of 
whom the Messiah should- come, 
and the ultimate blessings of all 
the earth in Him, also final over- 
throw of the kingdom of. this 
world’s darkness.” _ ‘ | 

It is very easy to see that God 


has two attitudes on the subject 


of killing. Personal killing, or mur- 
der, is constantly disapproved, 


ic Law, the thought} 


while war, which is God’s judg- 
ment upon nations, is carried out 
by His express command. 

In the life of David you hav@a. 
striking illustration of the two at- 
tides of God toward killing. In a 
war with the Ammonites and Sy- 
rians, the victory which came to 
David was the direct outcome of 
his dependence upon the Lord. In 
the midst of the same campaign 
you have that black chapter in 
which David plotted the death 
of Uriah in order to hide 
his sin with Bathsheba. The 
waves of swift and terrible judg- 
ment broke over the house of Da- 
vid for this personal killing. You 
see the difference. As king, David 
was the Government, and as such 
an instrument in the hand of God 
to bring judgment upon nations; 
but as an individual, when David 
contrived to bring about the death 
of one man, God charged him with: 
murder. 


SHOULD NATIONS EVER DE- 
CLARE WAR? 


Our answer is Yes. Nations have 
magisterial functions to perform 
for God in declaring and conduct- 
ing war. Any student of the Word 
of God must know that war is a 
judgment of God upon nations. Re- 
member that God may deal with 
an individual after death, but if 
God deals with nations in judg- 
ment, it must be while those na- 
tions are in existence, and ;God 
does judge nations. In Ezek. 14: 
21 God says, “I sent my four 
sore. judgments .:.the sword, and 
the famine, and the noisome beast, 
and the pestilence.” This very 
clearly states that war is one of 
God’s judgments ‘upon nations. In- 
stead of war God may send famine 
or pestilence upon a nation. He 
sent pestilence in the days of Da- 
vid, and famine many times upon 
Israel. More than once if Israel 
had not declared war she would 
have defied God. Again, Assyria 
was the rod of God’s anger and 
the staff of His indignation against 
Israel. Isaiah tells us that Ne- 
buchadnezzar was God’s servant to 
subjugate all nations in his day. 
Jeremiah speaks of a universal 
war sent in judgment upon the na- 
tions of the earth, for the Lord 
has a controversy with the nations. 
God delivered Jerusalem to the 
Gentiles because “they walked not 
in My statutes and despised My 
judgments.” 

There are only two causes that 
bring war: man’s sin and God’s 
wrath. If there were no. sin there 
would be no war, for war is the 
consequence of sin, but, as Dr. 
James Gray once said, “As long as 
sin exists we will have war. All 
the peace palaces ever built can- 
not prevent this.” Some have said, 
“If it were not for Hitler we would 
not have war.” This is foolish. Our 
Lord said, “wars. and rumors of 
war” down to the end. He said, 
“These things must come to pass.’ 
The first child born into this world 
was @& murderer, and ever since 
that, the feet of men have been 
“swift to shed»blood,”?-In passing 
note that the first man who re- 
jected substitutionary blood was 
the first man to shed human blood, 
and as long.as the nations of the 
earth ‘reject the Blood of Christ, 
the other blood will flow. 


DOES GOD ENJOY WAR? 


Our answer is No. God hates 
war. Of course He does. Sherman 


said, “War is hell,” and war is an’ 


awful business, and so is hell, and 
yet God says, “The wicked shall 
be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God.” 

God hates hell, but He uses it. 


God hates war, but He uses it. 


War is God’s judgment upon sin 
here: hell is God’s judgment upon 


sin hereafter. 


You cannot argue against the 
love of God because He deals in 
judgment. A parent who loves a 
child will sometimes punish that 
child for disobedience and sin-War 
sent by God does not megn that 
God does not love. To love peo- 
ple does not mean that we are to 
/permit them to go on in all kinds 
of wickedness without judgment. 
God loves all men and has mani- 
fested that love in the Gift of His 


A man may go to hell un-|: 


eae but he will never go to hell 
unloved. We know a policeman 
who is a man. He 
loves cr. is, 3 
mean that he should not bring a 
criminal to judgment. Paul loved 
that sinner in Corinth, and yet he 
delivered him to Satan for the de- 
struc of the flesh (I Cor. 5). 


“ Someo me says we are to resem- 


but that does not|™ 
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ble our heavenly Father. All right. 
He is a God of judgment. Don’t 
resist Him or try to do anything 
to prevent the out-working of that 
judgment. There is something 
worse than war, and that is sin. 
Be sure that God will always pour 
out His wrath upon it. . 

God probably loves Hitler and 
Germany, or Mussolini and Italy, 
or Stalin and Russia more: than 
does any Pacifist in the United 
States. He gave His Son for them 
just as truly as for us. But that 
will not prevent God from bring- 
ing judgment upon a nation guilty 
of banditry, and massacre, and 
rape. 7 ; Re 
. God loves the United States, but 
that will not prevent ultimate 
judgment coming upon one of the 
most sinful..of nations. — | 


DID CHRIST TEACH ANYTHING 
ABOUT WAR? 


Our answer is. Yes. Someone 
says, “All your argument is based 
on the Old Testament, but. Christ 
taught differently. His coming 
made a difference, and what was 
true in the old dispensation is not 
now trueX 

Well, what did Jesus Christ 
teach ? . : : 

In Luke 22:35-36 He said, “He 
that hath no sword, let him sell 
his garment, and buy. one.” That 
is, if they had no purse, no money, 
they were to sell their garment 
in order to buy a sword. You can- 
not spiritualize the -purse, the. 
scrip, the. shoes, why spiritualize 
the sword? To say that the Lord 
meant the sword of the Spirit is 
very poor exegesis, and to say that 
the Lord referred to the two 
swords when He. said, “It is 
enough,” is poor understanding. 
He was not referring to the two 
|swords, but to the conversation. It 
was an abrupt dismissal. “It is 
enough” does not mean “they are 
sufficient.” 3 

Some insist that what our Lord 
meant was that the sword was to 
be used merely for self-defense. 
All right, admit it so. At least it 
does mean that, and that is suf- 
ficient to overthrow any theory of 
non-resistance held by Pacifists, 
conscientious objectors, Quakers, 
or any other sect. It is a decisive 
testimony from the mouth of the 
Lord Himself against any such 
views, 

Someone says, “Yes, but look at 
the Sermon on the Mount.” All 
right, look at the Sermon on the 
Mount. Remember that Christ pre- 
faced that sermon saying, 
“Think not that I am come to > 
destroy the law, or the prophets. 
I came not to destroy, but to fyl- 
fill” (Matt. 5:17). Do not force 
into the Sermon on the Mount 
meanings that are not there, for the 
words of our Lord do not mean 
the abolition of armies and navies, 
or that we are to do away with 
magisterial functions on the part 
of nations, because such objections 
_ part of the law and the proph- 
ets. 

I know that Isa. 2:4 says, “Beat 
your~swords into plowshares,” but 
I also know that Joel says, “Beat 
your plowshares into swords.” 
Again, this is not a contradiction 
when the Word is rightly divided. 
The time to beat your swords in- 
to plowshares is not now, with the 
world in its present-day condition. 

When our Lord said, “Resist not 
evil, and love your enemies,” He 
was talking about the law of reta- 
liation between men, but not about 
their relationship to government. 

Some seem to think that when 
Christ said, “Love you enmies,” 
He was saying something new. 
That was not new, for God taught | 
the same thing through Moses. See 
Lev. 19:18 and 34, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself.” Some- 
one calls attention to a fiendish 
addition .by which the Pharisees 
had supplemented that command, 
making it, “Thou shalt love -thy 
neighbor and hate thine enemy.” 

This was a “fiendish addition” 
because -it contradicted God’s 
Word. It was wrong. Our enemy 
is our neighbor, and as such he 
is to be loved. By that it does not 
mean that you are to permit 
to attack your wife and-daughter 
without resistance. That does not 


their enemies. No man is to go t 
war 1e “Hymn of Hate.” 
A judge does not hate 


oo as oe 


~ Matt. 26: 52 when He said, 


', He became 
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ifan. executor does not hate the 
criminal he puts to death. A Chris- 
tian soldier must not .hate the 
enemy he faces in battle. 

What did our Lord mean in 
“Put 
up again thy sword into his place: 
for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword?’ He 
meant that Peter was not to draw 
a sword in rebellion against the 
order of a magistrate, which was 
a crime. Such rebellion would prob- 
ably mean the forfeiture of his 
life. In other words, if you oppose 
your own civil government by 
force, you much expect to be met 
by force. 

In Matt. 10:34 our Lord said, 
“Think not that I am come to send 
peace on earth: I came not to send 
peace but a sword.’ You may 
spiritualize this if you wish, but 
we insist that the tenth chapter 
of Matthew is dispensational, Is- 
raelitish, and national in character, 
dealing with the kingdom of heav- 
en. Read the chapter and note es- 
pecially such verses as 5-7, 15, 18, 
etc. The kingdom of heaven is not 
the Church, but the millennial 
kingdom to’ be set up when Christ 
comes again. This chapter brings 
the history of the Jew to a climax. 
It tells of the end-time when the 
great tribulation shall come upon 
the earth. It is associated with 
the sword, for when our Lord 
comes the second time, He will 
come with the sword. 

Some say that Jesus Christ came 
as Messiah at a time when His 
whole nation was subjugated by 
Rome. His whole nation was keen- 
ly exercised by this problem, and 
its mind occupied with this politi- 
cal issue. They expected their Mes- 
siah to bind His enemies to His 
chariot wheels and overthrow their 
Gentile conqueror. Yet He absolu- 
tely refused to contemplate war 
or to do anything to overcome His 
enemies. He could have called 
twelve legions of angels to liberate 
Himslf and to overthrow the Ro- 
mans, yet He did nothing. The 
reason for this is that HE CAME IN- 
TO THIS WORLDTO DIE. Some man 
said that this explanation did not 
satisfy him. The reason it does not 
satisfy is that he is like the proph- 
ets of old who could not. disting- 
uish between the first and second 


-- comings of Christ. We are told in 


I Pet. 1:10-11 that they tried to 
understand the-sufferings of Christ 
and the glory that should follow. 
They did not understand the par- 
enthesis of time between the two. 
This was the trouble with John 
the Baptist, the forerunner of the 
Lord, who expected Christ to take 
the throne immediately, and when 
he found himself in prison, sent 
his disciples to enquire of Christ, 
“Art thou He that should come, or 
do we look for another?” These 
actions that Israel expected of 
their Messiah will take place when 
He comes the second time, for 
then He will come with a sword 
and make war. His throne will be 
established by the overthrow of 
His enemies. Rev. 19:7 says, “In 
‘righteousness He doth judge and 
make war.’ This is not to be 
spiritualized. It means just exact- 


‘ ly what it says. See also Rev. 19: 


15 and 14:20. The wine press 
which He treads is the wine press 
of judgment. In His first .coming 
Redeemer through 
death at the hands of His enemies: 
in His second coming He will be- 
come Ruler through the death of 
His’ enemies. ~. 

In John 18:36 our Lord said, “rg 
My kingdom were of this world, 
then would My servants fight that 
I should not be delive to the 
Jews; but now is My kingdom not 
from hence.” His kingdom is not 
of this world. It is the kingdom 
of Heaven, and will be established 
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ie Him when He descends from 
heaven. It was not our Lord’s in- 
tention to establish His kingdom 
by “the sword” any more than it 
was His intention to propagate 
the faith by “the sword.” “The 
sword” that will be used to es- 
tablish His kingdom is the sword 
that goeth out of his mouth to 
Smite the nations of the earth 
(Rev. 19:15). 


SHALL A CHRISTIAN OBEY 
HUMAN GOVERNORS? 


Our answer is Yes. We submit 
to you the teaching of Paul in 
Rom, 13:1-5: “Let every soul be 
subject unto the higher powers.” 
“Every soul” means that no one 
is excepted. Certainly not Chris- 
tians, for they are in the mind of 
the writer. “The powers that be 
are ordained of God,” and at the 
moment that Paul wrote, he was 
under a Dictatorship created by 
the Roman army. ‘Whosoever 
therefore resisteth the power, re- 
sisteth the ordinance of God.” Paul 
adds that the power “beareth. not 
the sword in vain.” The reason 
given is that the magistrate is “a 
revenger to execute wrath.” “The 
swor refers to government as 
established by God with the right 
to take life in punishment and 
judgment. This is why a public ex- 
ecutioner is not a murderer, be- 
cause he has the authority of death 
as & personification of government. 
The ,man who pulls the switch 
when the criminal dies is the agent 
of God who commanded the death 
of a murderer. When a police of- 
ficer is. forced to slay a man in 
his duty of upholding the law, he 
is not a murderer, he is a person- 
ification of government. When the 
government calls a man to go out 
and fight for his country, it is 
as the minister of God, and if a 
soldier in such duty slays an ene- 
my, he is:not a murderer, but a 
representative of God’s established 
Government bringing judgment 
upon a sinful nation. Your govern- 
ment upon a sinful nation. Your 
government has a Divine right to 
bear the sword and to call you to 
its defense. You see, government 
does not rest on human economics 
or human politics, but on Divine 
authority, and the obedience com- 
manded in general is absolute. 

Someone says, “You mean that 
we are to obey wicked men?’’ Who 
was ruling when Paul wrote Ro- 
mans 13? It was the worst of ru- 
lers — Nero, himself. And if that 
man on the throne of the Cesars 
is to be obeyed, surely all the oth- 
ers are. We do not say that all 
rulers are Christians, but we do 
say that Government isa Divine 
establishment, and we do know 
that God makes use of even the 
wicked among rulers to execute His 
displeasure against sinful natures. 
Think of the rulers before whom 
Jesus Christ stood. Who gave the 
final sentence against Him? He 
was- one of the worst rulers Je 
had ever known, but he was on 
of those ordained of God. We re- 
peat that Christ knew that when 
He said, “Thou shouldst have no 
power at all against Me except it 
was given thee from above” (John 
19:9-11). That means that Christ 
was obeying the ordinance of God 
rather than the ordinance of Cesar 
when He was submissive to the 
governor’s orders. Of course Pilate 
did not know that his power was 
from above, for he boasted of his 
own power (John 19:10). 
~Someone says, “Yes, but Paul 
teaches that our citizenship is in 
heaven,” and he does this in Phil. 
8:20, but when he said this, he 
was not speaking of a man’s rela- 
tionship to his government. He 
was speaking of lustful living on 
earth. This allusion to heavenly 
citizenship is often misunderstood. 
Paul was exhorting Christians to 
emulate him in the subjection of 


| the body. He is rebuking the im- 


morality of the Epicurean, ex- 
pressed in the words, “whose god 
is their belly.” He was fearful of 
men because they minded earthly 
things such as the tification of 
their bodily appetites; he would 
have them to be héavenly minded. 
We ought to live as those who 
belong to heaven of course, but 
that does not mean that we have 


Se 


oe ee a 


_THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


as in devotion, he is a givsinger 


and pilgrim in sta country upon 
earth. 
Every Christian (should be alive 
to the social and political obliga- 
tion of the’ place in which he 
dwells. The Christian does.not ex- 
pect that the millennium will ever 
be brought about by moral reform 
and political righteousness any 
more than he believes that war 
shall be brought to an end in this 
present age by arbitration. The 
Christian should know that he has 
certain obligations to the govern- 
ment under which he lives, for out 
of the privileges which he pos- 
sesses there grows a certain stew- 
ardship, and for that stewardship 
every Chrisian will have to 
give an account to God. The privi- 


leges of government are seen in} is 


Paul’s claim for protection from 
Rome, his appeal to Cesar, etc.: 
No man has a right to any protec- 
tion or privilege of government 
who washes his hands of all re- 
sponsibility to that government. 

The contention that Rom, 13:1-5 
refers merely to the payment of 
tribute and taxes is only made by 
one who has a point to prove. 
Taxes and assessments are includ- 
ed, of course, and such taxes are 
used to support our police, our 
law courts, our penitentiaries, our 
armies, and our navies. A large 
part of our present-day taxes is 
used for war purposes. A Conscien- 
tious Objector will not go to war, 
but will pay taxes so that his. 
neighbor may go to war, which is 
scarcely the meaning of “love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” 

May I here inject a word con- 
cerning the use of the ballot by 
the Christian? If you love your 
neighbor as yourself, you certainly 
ought to use your ballot, and ev- 
ery other means at hand, to pre- 
vent the flauntings of the tempta- 
tions of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil before the face of that 
neighbor. The “salt of the earth” 
is not merely dispensational. 

Cesar, under whom Paul wrote, 
took men as well as money. Both 
were used to carry on his wars; 
both were used to hold his cap- 
tives in subjection; both were used 
to maintain his throne. He had a 
right to do so. Your country has 
a right to do so. 


SHALL A CHRISTIAN ALWAYS 
OBEY HUMAN GOVERNMENT? 


Our answer is No. Every Chris- 
tian man belongs to the State. He 
also belongs to the Church. He has 
civil duties and rights, since he 
belongs to the State. Paul did not 
hesitate to call upon Rome for 
protection. He also has religious 
privileges and duties because he 
belongs to the Church. Both State 
and Church are of Divine origin, 
remember. There may come times 
when there will bea clash between 
State and Church. When such a 
clash comes,‘in the words of the 
apostle, “we must obey God rather 
than men.’’ The apostolic answer is 
for all time. The State has a Di- 
vine authority which can be resist- 
ed only on Divine authority. If 
the law of the State opposes the 
law of God, the law of God must 
take precedence. To oppose the 
State without auhoriy of God is 
a sin in itself, but when the State 
forbids what God commands, or 
commands what God forbids, God 
alone is to be obeyed. We are sure 
that. Daniel obeyed the govern- 
ment of Babylon until the gover- 
nor demanded idolatry, at which 
time Daniel obeyed God rather 
than man. That the command of 
the government contradicts the 
command of God must be proved 
explicitly by Rexipeure rightly di- 

vided. 


CAN A MAN SCRIPTURALLY BE 
A CONSCIENTIOUS 


OBJECTOR? 

Our answer is No. Rom. 13:5 
indicates that a man is to be sub- 
ject to the powers that be “not 
only for wrath but also for. con- 
science’s sake.” There goes your 
conscientious objection. Obedience 
to rulers is not a worldly matter; 
it is a religious duty. A man’s con- 
science not illuminated by the 
Word of God is of no value what- 
soever. The word “conscience” 
means “with knowledge,” and here 
it refers to the Christian’s knowl- 
edge and sense of the right of God- 


j orda Government, Many men 
wrest the Scriptures from their 
correct interpretation and argue 


themselves into a state of mind 


‘where they can disobey both the 
Scripture 


and the Government 
with a clear conscience. The Scrip- 
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tament Christians who had open, 
public, plain dealing with sin. 
What is wrong with the church? 
I will tell you. Somebody will say, 
“Well, there is too much drink- 
ing.” Somebody else will say, 
“Yhere is too much aduitery and 
modernism and worldliness.” Well, 
let’s put it in simpler language. 
in Isaiah 59:1, 2, we are told, ‘‘Ke- 
hold, the Lord’s hand is not short- 
ened, that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 
but your iniquities have separated 
between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from 
you that, he will not hear.” There 
just one thing and that is sin 
in the hearts of Christians. 

We come to a blockaded street; 
we come to a big sign marked 
“Detour.” But we keep insisting 
that we do not know what blocked 
the road. We Kéép saying we can’t 
have revivals now. Does anybody 
here really not know what is be- 
tween you and God? The devil’s 
crowd can’t start a revival and 
they can’t stop one. We read in 
II Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 
Sin in the lives and hearts of the 
people of God is the thing that is 
turning away God’s face from us. 
Do you believe in these days we 
are having what we ought to have, 
power, demonstration of the Spirit 
of God, revival fires, the conversion 
of multitudes? Do you believe we 
have what we ought to have? No. 
Why not? Because we have sins 
in the hearts of people, in the lives 
of the people of God, preachers 
and pew alike. 


Sin Must Be Confessed to God 

Now first, let us deal with the 
matter of sin. How shall we deal 
with it? First of all we must deal 
with it in confession to God. That 
ought to be a daily business. Our 
Protestant people need to learn 
what confession of sin is. 


ject,” but they refuse. The Scrip- 
ture says that Government is or- 
dained of God, but they deny. The 
Scripture says, “Whosoever resist- 
eth government resisteth God,” 
but they resist. Too many refuse 
to believe that portion of the Word 
which fails to tally with their pre- 
conceived ideas. 

There is nothing in all this that 
means that a man should not do 
his best to improve a government, 


anarchy is rebellion against God. 


SHALL A CHRISTIAN GO TO 
WAR? 


Our answer is Yes, If your gov- 
ernment calls, you are obligated 
to obey. In I Pet. 2:13-14 Peter 
adds his voice to that of Paul. 
Peter says, “Submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake: whether it be to the 
king, aS supreme; or unto govern. 
ors, as unto them.that are sent Db: 
Him for the punishment of evil 
doers, and for the praise of then 
that do well.” 

Paul says, “Every soul;’” Pete 
says, “Every ordinance.” Yes, @ 
Christian should bear arms in obe- 
dience to the commands of the 
government, for the government 
is authorized by God to “bear the 
sword,’ hence that. government 
may delegate any of its citizens 
as its representative in its militar) 
or naval obligations. We have or- 
ganized society, and it is right. We 
have an organized police force, and 
it is right. We have an organized 
military foree, and it is right. 
There is little difference between 
an armed police force and an ar- 
my. 

Our question is not, Should the 
United States go to war? That we 
cannot answer. We do know that 
every soul is to be subject to the 
higher powers. That does not ex- 
clude you, nor does it exclude me. 

We think that one is right who 
says the present war in Europe is 
not merely a war in conquest and 
suppression, but that the real is- 

sue is ‘the rejection and expulsion 
of of Christianity. He also states that 
in view of this fact, it is interest- 
ing that in recent months Fascism, 
Communism, and Naziism, erst- 
while bitterly opposed to each oth- 


mn pooled their interests for one | 
- (Continued on page four) 


but there is in this the fact that. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 


‘ blessed-model prayer, as given by 


‘five, six, seven, and so on down 4 


You know, I-tell you now. The 
trouble with preachers is not get- 
ting drunk; it isn’t thieving nor 
adultery —it isn’t that kind of 
thing, but it is with God a good 
deal worse sometimes, Our sin is 
the sin of the Pharisee, “I am so 
well pleased with myself, well sat- 
isfied.’”’ I work harder than a lot 
of preachers do, I think. I read 
the Bible more than most preach- 
ers do. My sin isn’t like a lot of 
people, My sin is not being cold 
but lukewarm. I say, “I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and 
have need of nothing,” and God 
says, “Knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked.” God knows 
we preachers need to confsss that 
more often than anybody. 

We need to do that which is re- 
quired in The Lord’s Prayer, the 


our Saviour in Luke 11:3 which 
says: “Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” And then verse four 
says: “And forgive us our sins.” 
We are to pray for daily bread. 
That prayer is for every Christian. 
Then we ought to pray and Say, 
“Oh, God, forgive us our sins,” 
Somebody says, “Well, that is for 
the Jews. It is not for us in these 
days.” But you are mistaken. It 
is for anybody who can say, “Our 
Father.” If you are a born-again 
child of God you can look up in 
the face of God and say, “You 
are my Father, I am born. of your 
family, I have accepted your Son, 
Jesus Christ, by the merits of the 
atoning blood and I am taken in- 
to. the family of God. I am your — 
child, and you are my Father,— 
“If you can approach God -like 
that, then you must say, “Forgive 
our sins,” 

I wonder, do you have daily hab- . 
its of confession of sin to God? I 
think that means in more detail 
than we usually give. That is pret- 
ty hard, I know, but it ought to 
be. Do you think God is content 
with that? Some man goes home 
drunk, beats up his wife, breaks 
up all the chinaware in the house, 
and after a while says, “I know 1 
am not all I ought to be.” Do you . 
think that is enough? Do fon 
think that is el he-# ian 
to make things right? No. “Agia we 9 
ought to have more detailed con=" = 
fession of sin. a 

I am afraid we are like the 
Irishman who wrote out the Lord’s — 
Prayer and placed it over his bed, 
and when he went to bed each 
night he would say, “‘Lord, them’s 
my sentiments!” That is the way 
we pray sometimes. We say, 
“Lord, forgive my sins but I won’t 
go into detail now. Let’s don’t 
raise any question about this.” Is 
this the way you do about your 
sins? We need to face our sin and 
have an honest confession before 
God if we expect His blessing. Un- 
less we have some detail in our 
confession of sin, it really isn’t 
confession of sin. Don’t you think 
that is true? 


I have a way—I dont know 
just exactly whether it’s the way 
jou ought to do it—as we go to 
oray, make out a prayer list just 
is definitely as going to the store 7 
‘o get a half pound of bacon, and | 
-wo cans of tomatoes. If I mark | 
t down on a list, I don’t waste 
my time nor the grocer’s time. I 
know how much money and how 
many points I will spend. So when 
[I go to deal with God in prayer, ~*~ 
[ make a list and am definite with _— 
God. Sometimes I pray with my 
eyes open, looking down at the 
list. Sometimes when I am away 
from home, I make long-distance 
phone calls. I have a heavy work 
which must go on, and sometimes 
I spend fifteen minutes dealing 
with my workers about this, that, 
and the other. But I have it all 
outlined and planned ahead of 
time — point one, two, three, four, 


the line. But when I call long dis- | 
tance, I get down to business and ~~ 
get done what I want done with | 
my office force. When I pray, I ~» 
come to God and say, “Lord, here ~ 
is one matter I want settled. What 
should I do? I have invitations for gy 
revivals in Alabama which I have 
not settled. I had a special letter q 
this morning from there about it. — § 
I have six daughters and I have © 
some problems of discipline, bre 3 ; 
cation, and home work ode 


er, have now combined their forces. a subscription . 


with them. Here is a 
Sword of The Lord. Lan Bi 
lest sic on page four) 
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4 about this hew book, how is this 
_ Chapter?” 


And when I confess my sins I 
often write them down point by 
point. I am telling you some of 
them but the meanest ones I keep 
as secrets between me and God. 
But I put them down on a long 


' glip, then I pray over them and 


when I make sure I mean business 
I put it away until the next day 
and I bring it out and go over it 
again. I keep it pretty well hidden, 


then I tear it up in little bitsy/ 


pieces. And I say to you Chris- 
tians, when you come to God you 
ought to be specific, concrete, defi- 
nite in confessing sins. We ought 
to confess our sins to God. Sup- 
pose you say, “Well, Lord,” in a 
general kind of way, “I am sorry 
I happen to be anything you don’t 
like.” Suppose in a general way 
the Lord says to you, “I hope you 


“are going to get along all right.” 


If you don’t want God to deal with 
you in generalities, why don’t you 
deal with him specifically and defi- 


hitely on the sin question? 


i read again this morning what 
Nehemiah said: “Let thine ear now 


| be attentive, and thine eyes, open, 


that thou mayest hear the prayer 
of thy servent, which I pray be- 
fore thee now, day and night, for 
the children of Israel thy ser- 
vants, and confess the sins of the 


Children of Israel, which we have 


sinned against thee: both I and my 
father’s house have sinned.” In 
Daniel the ninth chapter we have 
a similar prayer: “I set my face 
unto the Lord God, to seek by 
prayer and _  supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes: 
and I prayed unto the Lord my 
God, and made my confession, and 
said, O Lord, the great and dread- 
ful God...” I count in that prayer 
of Daniel’s nineteen times such 
words as sin, trangression, refer- 
ring to his sins and Israel’s sins. 
Do you put that much of your 
prayer on confesion of your own 
sin, or your people’s sin, or the 
sins of the nation? We need to 
confess before God, to wait on 
God. 


“Confess Your Faults One to 
Another" 


What else? We are to confess 
our sins one to another. How. many 
of you have wronged somebody? 
If you have wronged somebody 
you ought to go to them. Shame 
on the kind of Christianity that 
makes nice seat-warming, phari- 
saical hypocrites, _ well - satisfied 
‘with ourselves; poor, sick, miser- 
able, blind, naked, and we do not 
know it! One of the deadliest of 
our sins, God said to the church 
of Laodicea in Revelation 3:16-17: 
“So then because thou art luke- 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth; 
Because thou sayest, ‘I am rich, 
and increased with goods, and have 
‘need of nothing; and knowest not 
that thou art wretched, and mis- 
erable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.” Oh, let’s go to people and 
make it right. 

Then the Lord says, ‘Confess 
your faults one to another.” How 
many people now are sick, how 
many have some plague in body 
they can’t get healed because they 
don’t confess their sins. “Confess 
your faults one “to another, and 
pray one for another that ye may 
be healed.” There. is a connection 
between that Scripture in James 


=) 5°16 and I Corinthians 11 where. 
' Paul says, ‘Because you get drunk 
at the Lord’s supper, because of 


fe. a sinful state in the church, be- 
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? Cause you don’t judge yourselves, 
' some ‘are sick among you, and 
- some sleep.’ We need to confess 


and forsake our sins. Many a hus- 
band needs to go to wife, mother 
to child, child to mother, father 
to child, child to father, neighbor 
to neighbor and say, “I have 
wronged you. I was wrong about 
this certain thing.” 

- The ‘other day I was praying in 


ee Tulsa, Oklahoma, in my hotel 
- room. IT prayed, “Lord, I want your 


=) -—spower. I want to have everything 


want me to have. If there is 
ything left undone to any 
and ‘if ything e 
world I ought to do or to make 
right, show me how to do it.” 


There came to mind three or four 
nen. Away back yonder in the big 
tht on evolution, I wasn’t wrong 
doctrine but pretty sharp in 


people we have sinned againt. Sins 


‘themselves to prayer. So many 
jing, “I will soon be gone to 


t| arm 


trinal position I know I was right 
but I think I was unkind and phar- 
asical, self-righteous, and I. think 
I ought to confess it and. ask for- 
giveness, I want you to know I 
lové you and want fellowship with 
you.” Christians need to be defi- 
nite. Sometimes you need to get 
something out of the way between 
you and an individual you have 
wronged. You need to confess your 
faults and to pray one for another. 


Public Confession 


Then. again we ought to confess 
our faults publicly. You know in 
the last analysis sin always comes 
out. Every sin has public results. 
The prodigal son came back ‘and 
said, “Father, I have sinned, 
against heaven and before thee.” 
David prayed and said, “Lord, 
against thee and thee only have 
I sinned,” though he sinned against 
Bathsheba and against her godly 
husband, Some sin ought to be 
confessed to God only if He is the 
One who knews about it. Perhaps 
you had better not tell anybody 
else about some sins. But our Sav- 
iour said in Matthew 5:23, 24, 
“Therefore if thou bring thy gift 
to the altar, and there remember- 
est that thy brother hath ought 
against thee; leave there thy gift 
before the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come. and offer thy gift.” 
Certainly we ought to confess to 


the public knows about, we ought 
to confess publicly. Oh, yes, we 
shrink from public confession. 
How would you like for your best 
deacon to get up in your church 
before the prayermeeting group 
and say to all the people, “Pray 
for me. I have fallen into sin. I 
have committed adultery. I want 
all of you to pray for me’? You 
would probably feel as I have felt 
through the years on such mat- 
ters; that it brings reproach on 
the cause of Christ. So’ we safe- 
guard our own feeling and so dis- 
courage many in confession of sin. 
But confessions must be made if 
we have the power of God in the 
churches and in our lives. 

I have been reading a little 
booklet, ‘“‘When the Spirit’s Fire 
Swept Korea,” by Jonathan Go- 
forth, on revivals in Korea. I am 
impressed as you'arebythe remark- 
able confessions of sin. One man 
sold. a lot for $500 that had only 
cost him $80. This book tells of 
every kind of sin publicly con- 
fessed. We need public confession 
of sin. I have found this, my 
friend, where great revivals come, 
people get ready to confess sin. 

Let me give you an illustration. 
In Waterloo, Iowa, when I was 
with the Burton Avenue Baptist 
Church, P. B. Chenault, whom 
many of you knew, ‘who is now in 
glory, was pastor of the big Wal- 
nut Street Baptist Church, but he 
came every day to the services. 
One night I preached on THE 
BACKSLIDER — SAVED OR 
LOST? and HOW TO GET BACK. 
As I gave the invitation, I tried 
to bear down on Christians. I said, 
“There ‘are people here who used 
to win souls, but you haven’t won 
a soul in ten years and you need 
to confess it. The Bible says, “The 
backslider in heart shall be ‘filled 
with his own ways.’” One verse 
of the song went by. Then dear 
P. B. came to the front, filled with 
emotion and said, “Brother Rice, 
may I say a word?” He stood up 
on the platform beside me. I knew 
P. B. Chenault was a greatly used 
man of God. (My soul has missed 
him like a blood brother gone, since 
a drunken driver ran into his car 
as he was coming home from a 
meeting with me in Dallas, and he 
was instantly killed). But P. B. 
stood there and said, “Brother 
Rice, I am coming on the invita- 
tion.” I’ll tell you, God blessed. 
When that pastor of a great 
church came, God blessed and we 
had some lost people saved that 
night. 

I was very much impressed re- 
cently with a meeting in Wheat- 
on College. I was in Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia. There had been a great 
burden for a revival in Wheaton 
College. The professors and presi- 
dent had felt that it was the low- 
est time spiritually they had 
known in Wheaton College. Presi- 
dent Edman and Mrs. Edman set 


boys that were there were think- 
e 
y. This will be my last fling. 
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} and cram and cram? I will sown 


leave. I will be gone in six 
month’ time.’ So that kind of 
spirit was prevalent at ‘the col- 
lege. So a people’s group 
went out on a gospel team one 
night-and as they came back from 
the mission, they decided to have 
a prayermeeting every night at. 
7:00 o’clock, seven days a week 
until they had a revival on the 
campus. I know Dr. Edman had 
been praying. One of my daugh- 
ters carhe to me one day and said, 
“Daddy, Iam to write a theme -in 
English and I can’t think of but 
one thing ‘and I don’t think that 
would do. I keep wanting to write 
on Why Wheaton College Needs 
a Revival.” I told her I thought 
she should write-on that if she feft 
like it. So-she wrote on that .sub- 
ject. I knew some of the burden 
they were having. Brother Warren 
was to preach in the special serv- 
ices coming up. They set Monday 
as a day of prayer. They met in 
the chapel at 10:00. Brother War- 
ren preached. Then Dr. Edman 
said, “I am going to lead in pray- 
er. About that time a young man, 
captain of the cross country track 
team got up and said, “Dr. Ed- 
man, may I say a word?” He stood 
up there-and said, “I want to make 
a confession. The faculty does not 
know it. The tract team ran a re- 
lay race on Sunday in Chicago and 
did it contrary to orders by Wheat- 
on College. I want to confess that 
to you as a sin.” The students and 
faculty were moved. Dr. Edman 
said, ‘‘Let’s bow our -heads in pray- 
er. Then boys and girls began to 
confess one by one their sins. Stu- 
dents stood continually from ten 
o’clock in the morning until near- 
ly seven that night, stood on their 
feet in that chapel, and never left 
the chapel: mo dinner, no evening 
meal. Hour after hour they stood, 
weeping, publicly confessing sins. 
They had turned in book reports 
on books they hadn’t read. They 
had cheated on examinations. They 
were disloyal to the school. They 
had stolen, deceived, lied, and they 
were confessing their sin. A mar- 
velous revival continued. No won- 
der: God blesses when people for- 
sake and confess openly their sins! 

I am going to ask you to do 
three things:, first, please be hon- 
est. Go to God and make out a 
list of your sins. Is there anybody 
here who thinks you are so good 
that you ‘are never wrong about 


hanything? Is there anybody here 


who prays all you ought to pray? 
Have you loved the Word until 
you would have sinned if you had 
loved it more? Can you say, “I 
have lived this day as good as 
Christ did when He was here? Are 
you as pure in heart as the angels 
are? Can you say, “I haven't failed 
about anything?” No, no! How 
many here are willing to make a 
list, confessing honestly and spe- 
cifically your sins? How many will 
say to me, “I will try it if God 
will show me what to do?” Will 
you do that? 

Next, will you go to any indivi- 
dual you have wronged and openly 
and publicly confess to them your 
wrong? You say, I don’t know 
anybody I have wronged.” God will 
bring someone to mind if you mean 
business. Maybe you ought to go 
publicly before the church and con- 
fess you have been lukewarm and 
a hindrance; or you have criticized 
the pastor. Maybe you need to con- 
fess that you haven’t won a soul, 
or that your sin is in giving. 

We can have a revival when the 
church of God confesses and for- 
sakes their sins. “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their 
wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land.” (says 
God in II Chron. 7:14). I hope 
you who listen in will do the same 
thing. Turn to God in confession 
of sin. Confess your sins in detail. 
Be specific. Then confess to anoth- 
er that you have wronged him 

PRAYER: Our Father, we pray 
that you will bring conviction. Let 
people confess and forsake their 
sin. Let people turn honestly in 
prayer, laying down their sins be- 
fore God. Oh God, you know the 
sins of the heart, the sins of the 
tongue, sins of omission, the sins 
of commission, Grant that we 
may have a great turning to God 
in this one step of revival! If there 
is one unsaved, dear Lord, help 
them to confess this sin of deny- 
ing Christ, of rejecting Christ. 
May they turn and trust Him to 


put my face down in a book 


be their Saviour. For Jesus’ dear 
hame sake. Amen. | ; 


anneal, 


,is there salvation in any other: for 
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WAR 


(Continued from page three) 


common cause; namely, to drive 
from the earth, not democracy as 
they claim, but to exterminate the 
nations that still profess to have 
a semblance of Christianity left. 


IS OUR HOPE A WARLESS 
WORLD? 


Our answer is No. Our hope is 
the coming of our Saviour to take 
us to Himself. That is the next 
thing in the program of God. Are 
you ready to meet Him? Things 
are not going to get better, but 
worse. The horrible drama of the 
Great Tribulation is still to be 
played upon this earth, but the 
true child of God will miss that, 
for when tribulation is upon the 
earth, the saints will be rejoicing 
with Christ in the air. 

Some who are reading this are 
not young men. You will not have 
to enroll. You will not be: drafted. 
Certainly the young man who 
faces draft ought to trust in 
Christ. He died for your sins, and 
rose again. You are not fit to face 
death anywhere unless you believe 
in Him. Death! You are not ready 
to face life without Him! 

But war today is not between 
soldiers; it is between nations. It 
is “nation against nation,” and 
whole nations are involved. Not 
only the soldier at the front, but 
the women and children at home 
are slain, Death and destruction 
drop from the heaven; cities with 
their hospitals, schools, churches, 
orphanages, hotels and homes are 
bombed dnd destroyed — whole 
cities wiped out and inhabitants 
mowed down. That is the “hell” 
they are suffering in other parts 
of the world. Are we better than 
they? NO! Shall we escape? The 
man at the front does not need 
Christ any more than the man 
at home. Wherever we are, we 
ought to live and be ready to die 
with faith in the only One Who 
can take us to heaven. The one 
who trusts in Christ is saved and 
safe for eternity. Do you trust in 
Him? Will you? 


CONCLUSION 


Because this booklet may fall 
into the hands of some unsaved 
ones, .we would like to add a few 
words to make plain the way of 
salvation. 

Salvation is a welcome term 
when danger is believed or real- 
ized. It is then that we are really 
interested in being saved. When 
you are on a bed of sickness and 
there seems little hope, how wel- 
come the Doctor who says, “Sure, 
I can save you.” A man in a burn- 
ing building will welcome a deli- 
verer from the terrible flame. 

Where is such danger and trou-. 
ble as sin? The rich man died “and 
in hell he lifted up his eyes” and 


cried, “I am tormented in this 
flame!’”’— what could be’ worse 
than that? 


In Acts 4:12 we read: “Neither 


there is none other name _ unde 
heaven, given among men, where. 
by WE MUST BE SAVED.” Se: 
the great necessity expressed i: 
the words: “we must be saved. 
Why must we be saved? Becaus 
we are all sinners; because we ar 
all: lost; because we cannot sav 
ourselves; because our loved one 
cannot save us. “We must bi 
saved” by One Who is able to save 

As sinners we are under th 
curse of God. It could not be oth 
erwise, since God is holy and righ 
teous. He has declared, “Cursex 
is everyone who continueth ‘not ir 
all the things written in the book 
of the law to do them?’ Your ow! 
heart condemns you. You have no‘ 
“continued” in the way of God 
His curse rests upon you. “He ‘that 
believeth not is condemned al. 
ready.” 

How did Christ become Sav- 
iour? He went to the Cross be 
cause there was absolutely no oth- 
er way to save man. The curse of 
a broken law could never rest up- 
on Him. Every sin that men ever 
commit is.a breaking of that law 
—but Christ never broke it. That 
curse must rest upon every other 
man, however, .for none oth- 
er ever kept the law But 
there is another curse: “Curs- 
ed is every man that hang- 
eth on a tree” (“He that is hanged 
is accursed of God,” Deut. 21:23). 
Death on the tree was such a 
shameful and extreme death that 
the one who was nailed there was 


guilty. Hence we 
3:13, “Christ hath redeemed us 
from the curse of the law by being 
made a curse for us: For it is 


that suffering came to Him that 
was far beyond that of physical 
suffering. It came to its climax in 
that cry, “My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?” Then 
the sun hid its face, while in the 
darkness God dealt with His Son 
for our sin. He died in our place. 
He. bore what-we deserved; There 
and then He drew the wage that 
we had earned—‘“the wages of 
sin is death.” He drew our wages 
that we might be the recipients of 
His gift of everlasting life. 

Peter puts it this way: “Christ 
also once suffered .for sins, the 
Just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God” (I Peter 3:18). 
|He “suffered for sins’’—but not 
His own, for He had none. Jesus 
Christ not only suffered from the 
injustice of men: He suffered from 
the justice of God. Please do not 
make the mistake of thinking that 
Christ merely suffered FROM 
men; He suffered FOR men. Our 
sins were laid on Him and. then 
the prediction of Isaiah was ful- 
filled: “smitten and afflicted of 
God,” for God raised His sword 
of justice, and smote our sin which 
had been laid on His Son. The 
curse was borne to the full satis- 
faction of God. That that is true 
is witnessed by the resurrection of 
the Lord. That was the seal of the 
Father’s approval upon and ac- 
ceptance of the redemptive work 
of His Son. Had Jesus Christ mere- 
ly suffered from men there would 
have been a resurrection from Jo- 
seph’s tomb. | 

Before Christ was laid in the 
tomb He had been a Man of Sor- 
rows. He was under a burden, and 
awful burden that brought the 
great drops in Gethsemane and 
the heart-rending cry from the 
Cross. But after the resurrection 
the burden and the sorrow. are 
gone. Both are behind. That bur- 


|} den was the burden-of your sins, | 


and my sins. For these He suf- 
fered to settle the sin question, 
that we might come to God. 

And how do we come to God? 
By faith. Just a simple trust in 
the finished work of the Lord Je- 


Will you Say right now: 


“My faith looks up to Thee, 
Thou Lamb of ey ? 


It is because there is no other 
way that God asks this question: 
“How shall we escape if we neg- 
lect so great salvation?” The 
question is not: “How shall we 
escape if we reject?” You don’t 
have to reject anything. You can 
just neglect, put it off, and off, un- 
til tomorrow, until the next day— 
until it will forever be too late! 
“What must I do to be saved?” 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.” “What 
ay I do to be damned?” NOTH- 


“How shall we escape if we neg- 
ect so great salvation?’ What is 
he use of man trying to answer 
hat question, when God Himself 
1aS no answer? God would have 
ipared His Son had He been able. 
ie gave His Son to die for you be- 
‘ause there was no other way.” 

Christ died to “bring us to God.” 
Has He brought you to God? Are 
you coming to God? Will you put 
your trust in Him? 

A prisoner was to be executed. 
The chaplain came to him, and 
isked, “Do you have any hope?” 

“Yes, sir,” answered the con- 
lemned man. : 

“What is it?” The: man reached 
nto his pocket, pulled out a well- 
worn New Testament, turned to 
Yohn 3:16, and read: (For God 


His only begotten Son, that..who- 
soever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.”’ 
That is the way of 
damnation. 


Here, Lord, .I give myself away, 
*Tis all that I can do.” 


(This article, a nicely 
pamphlet in blue ink, may 
for 15 cents a copy, two 
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written, Cursed is every one that . 
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“But, drops of grief can ne'er repay - 
The debt of love I owe; - og 
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sus Christ. There is no other way. 


so‘ loved the world that He gave — 


